Abnormal pattern of mucin secretion at the resection margin of colorectal carcinomas.
In a retrospective study, we investigated 56 consecutive patients who had undergone radical intestinal resection for colorectal adenocarcinoma and who had developed local or distant recurrences of the disease. We found that the presence of a predominant sialomucin pattern at the margins of resection of the surgical specimen was correlated with a high percentage of local, endoluminal recurrence in the anastomotic mucosa. In contrast, no correlation could be found when the recurrences occurred in the outer tissues around the anastomosis or at some distance from it.